Next Steps with small footprint residential: toward best practices - Friday, October 14th 10:45-12:00
Safe, healthy and stable communities all share an asset: housing types and costs that reflect the needs
of all residents. As we look to manage housing costs, size matters. This hands-on session aims to
transform the collective experience of architects, planners and builders into best practices in smallfootprint residential policy.
1. How the session meets a specific planning-related training objective? Planners focus on the need to
ensure community and individual health and prosperity—despite limited financial and natural resources.
One aspect of sound planning involves efficient use of these resources to encourage appropriate
residential density near essential services, transit and employment. Whether density is achieved
through detached cottages and ‘tiny house’ forms, micro apartments, residential hotels or housing
cooperatives, planners will benefit from clear, consistent and common-sense policies and practices.
2. How the session will offer a professionally relevant learning experience for a planner with at least 4
years of experience? Experienced planning professionals share a responsibility with elected officials and
citizens to anticipate community needs and create ‘places of lasting value.’ The session is not limited to
the ‘Tiny House’ model or urban realities; we will explore how traditional and contemporary models of
density can and do help future proof communities throughout the west. Well-designed, mixed-income
housing becomes part of a community’s essential infrastructure, serving as a perpetual economic
development asset and wage subsidy for local employers.
3. What attendees will learn from the session? We will discuss current or pending zoning and building
codes involving alternative housing types, with input from a ‘tiny house’ architect/builder and some of
Idaho’s most knowledgeable officials. Participants will then learn more about the role of small-footprint
housing types in sustainable cities and how, where and why they can be integrated into future planning
and development policy. Finally, participants will be asked to brainstorm realistic best practices to fill
any unmet needs and inform housing development policies statewide.
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